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At the end of November, stepped-up guerrilla sabotage against petroleum installations forced
Colombia to import oil for the first time since 1985 in order to meet the country's energy needs. As
a result, President Cesar Gaviria decreed new anti-terrorist measures to protect the oil industry,
including expropriation of lands near petroleum installations to permit the army to permanently
occupy those zones to safeguard against rebel attacks. Throughout November, the Simon Bolivar
Guerrilla Coordinator (Coordinador Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB) led a stream of assaults
against Colombia's two main oil pipelines: the Cano-Limon Covenas line, which stretches 780
km. from the northeastern department of Arauca to the Caribbean port of Covenas, and the 182
km. Colombia line, located in the northern department of Antioquia. The CGSB attacked the
pipelines a total 36 times in November. As a result, exports dropped by 5.5 million barrels last
month, representing an estimated US$110 million in lost foreign income, according to the staterun oil company Ecopetrol. Throughout this year, the CSGB blew up portions of the Cano-Limon
line on 54 occasions, spilling some 150,000 barrels of crude. Since the line was constructed in 1985,
the guerrillas have dynamited the installations at least 300 times, wasting some 900,000 barrels
in spilt oil and costing the state about US$1 billion in damages and lost income. Given increased
CSGB sabotage in November, Ecopetrol was forced to import petroleum from neighboring Ecuador
for the first time since Colombia reached oil self-sufficiency in 1985. In total, the government
imported 800,000 barrels in late November and early December, and Ecopetrol officials now say
they will have to purchase at least 400,000 barrels every 10 days to keep the country's refineries
operating. Consequently, Gaviria decreed new anti-terrorist laws and military measures to
protect the beleaguered oil industry. On Dec. 2, the president ordered the state Agrarian Reform
Institute (INCORA) to expropriate all lands that border petroleum pipelines to allow the army to
permanently occupy those zones as a front line against guerrilla attacks. (Under the Nov. 8 "state of
emergency," which suspends an array of civil liberties and other legal norms, the president has the
power to sidestep congress and emit laws by decree. See Notisur, 11/10/92, for more details on the
state of emergency.) The military already created a special, 8,000-member crack battalion earlier this
year, dubbed the "energy police," to protect petroleum and electricity installations (see Chronicle
11/19/92). But on Dec. 8, Gaviria ordered another 5,000 soldiers to be stationed in the department
of Arauca, where the huge Cano-Limon oil fields are located. The troops will patrol pipelines in
that area, since the vast majority of rebel attacks against Cano-Limon are concentrated just along
a 50 km. stretch in Arauca. Among other measures, Gaviria also suspended some banking secrecy
laws, ordering banks and foreign exchange houses to immediately report any financial transactions
above US$10,000 to the government. The move should help authorities track down and confiscate
funds used to finance terrorist activities, either by guerrilla organizations or the drug cartels. Finally,
Gaviria authorized government investigations into the operations of companies that hold contracts
with the state especially the oil firms to force an end to "war taxes" paid to guerrilla groups. Still,
while the measures may help curtail guerrilla attacks against the oil industry, rebel sabotage of
infrastructure in other areas will likely continue. Throughout November, the CSGB led a series
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of costly assaults against electric installations and other communications equipment, including
the destruction of 6 km. of railroad lines in the Antioquia department, and the demolition of the
San Roque Cesar bridge in the north of the country. In a simultaneous bombing spree on Dec. 3,
the CSGB blew up navigation controls and other equipment at five airports around the country,
causing US$4 million in damages. The attacks forced the temporary suspension of flights at some
of the five sites, including the Rionegro Airport, which services Medellin, the country's second
largest city. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 11/23/92, 11/27/92, 12/02/92, 12/04/92, 12/09/92,
12/10/92; Notimex, 11/24/92; Inter Press Service, 12/02/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/07/92, 12/10/92;
Associated Press, 12/09/92)
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